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by Dave Cumming

| The XRAY M1E is a V12-scale shaft-drive alectric
touring sedan and the nowest rolease in a
rapidly grawing field of micro sizad RC

cars. XRAY basically looked at the micro
market—the axisting avallable products—
and decided that they eould produce the
ultimate micre machine=—ona that
would set a new standard in the micro
~ market, At first glance it appesrs
 that XRAY has developad & superb
_ RC car, but how does it fare in this
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XRAY M18 i
DRIVING IMPRESSIONS INFO CENTER

PAWVEMENT: The handling of the XEAY MI8 on pavement is just amagzing nly my
daily d full-scale car | r,” i I as thie M1 P; Lbeal T CHASSIS: A flar, hghtweight, composite plastic
LY dnven NUl-Scake OO [Wan ol as wiell a ¥ B It + 3 i i f -F 1. y
5 : s clled | -n-- 5 Lhi e IC '1: 1 Mappy mani I tested the M13 chassis s The platform for the MI18 With lis
on a concrete driveway. [ set up two different race tracks in the driveway with my corner witde stEnce. the MI8 2 veny wedl balancad with
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dots: an oval-like mwero |'.1!|.'.|_[-|-j_r'l'| 5_-i|_||:q_rr !-'q_:\._a-._‘!l.-. ay and o tight, twisting road course like a the Batieny on o de and the motor, ESC

mini Watkins Glen, My main il Wl was to |‘||1 thue '\Hl'\l'] :\tih :I_':r.||5‘|:¢|'| is }'-.11.'1.-.- amd bess the

g Sarvg on the oppos
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most popular styles of racing and tracks

[ found that the M1&'s tight suspension would allow mone comening than the tires could at anaches
handle. The M8 did start to push a litthe if | carried too mucdh speed into a comer or turm 100 o the fop of Dotn T 1t ditferenbals
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went inte a corner too hard or fast, thie
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M8 would spin oul, but it also made for a
TECH EFEES lot of drifting fun. The SUS|HTLS Dhentr
= Pretty much asything ane

steering made it easy to over-correct if | ihe MIB is
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used (o how nesponsive the suspension is pension. Both front and rear friction shocks
and how quickly the steering reacts Ry two diffarant lowar mounting pesitions so
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Crweerall, I think the M18s advantase on yiou can hine-dune your suspension for diffenen
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an oval track is due to s super smooth :
d lerever front A-arms mount 1o the aif-

drivetrain. On my road course, the XRAY

Ial cage and move oflortesshy with the aid
of micro sized pivot t Ihe front composite

hubs amtach 1o the A-anms by the sa

MI18 exhibited superior handling thanks

o a viery r-_‘-_ﬁ]h.'nll-;i'.'u -|I-|'q':|'|:-i|.1|| L_}r'.i:' Lh.l:..',l.'

'-‘1 te MI18's shai I = | rior i
that the MI hafl drive has over the pivot balls as well, 3o wuming the front wh

competition is that you don't have to docsh

iy undue siress

worry about getting any little racks or BOMG steerng utilizes o I :
|‘|'1'|‘|'|‘- stuck in the belt -..1ur|n5 outdionr I3 connect the senso o the hubs, With fewar
:Iru.'nu;. meving parts, the front suspenaion i5 varry

smoath and precise, The raar suspension |5 vary
CARPET: | had more time to test the gimilar 10 the front with the only major differ
MIS on carpet than on any ather surface erice being the solid rear drag links, Thay con
and I found that the stock setupr worked
fairly well on carpet but the stock tires did
not, The suspension and handling s just
as good il nol betler on carpel than on
concrebe, T know H"..Il if | were 1o install a
set of foam tres that the MI18 would be a
totally different car and | think it would

perform better than oulside on a harder
surface. Since foams do mol come with the

i it wioulbd be unfair for owe to use them
for this review, Al first the M18 was boose,
as the back end would try to come around
or spin out in the turns. [ moved the
shocks’ E'Hl"'\-“iil:'l"-_ trving to Fiieve mone

| ran into,
" the M18 bite. This did help and the lack of near bite

waas not as noticeable. Onee 1 plaved with
the shock positions and found the best
setap for me, the MIS started to lear up
the carpet {not literally), It was hooked up
and quickly rounded my makeshift track.
I wish I had a timing sysdem at home so |
cotibd se¢ o mech time | had knocked
off sinoe 1 starbed rumning, my imitial bps
A few simple changes and the MI1S was
ik new, '\]:l.' only 1.|_|...:||'|| LEL.-rill:,'; iy best
period on carpel was the lack of near bite
with the slock setup, but | am almost cer-
lain that a set of foam tres would have
cured that little |~m|~|."11 But hey, if you
like drifting, use the stock tires on low pile
carpet: hammer the throttle and go, and
your'll look like Colin MoRase racing in the
Woaorld Rl”:l.' "._'I'|:|'1'.ilri':'|'.|1|;1.
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